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You know one thing there are not a lot of?
Easter movies. With the notable exception of the 1948 musical

Easter Parade, you won’t find Easter making much of an
appearance on the big or little screen. The perennial airing of The
Sound of Music and The Ten Commandments is further proof: I
assume the network executives are thinking, “You got your heart
warming family drama and then you got your Exodus story. Those
are just as close as we can get.”
And they may be right. Easter isn’t easy to film. It is so

enormous that to render it small enough to fit on a screen makes
divine mystery seem hokey.
How does a director capture “an event which is historically

attested to by the disciples, who really encountered the Risen One”
and “At the same time, this event [which] is mysteriously
transcendent insofar as it is the entry of Christ’s humanity into the
glory of God” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 656)? What sort
of dialogue could be written about God not only raising Jesus from
the dead but raising “his Son’s humanity, including his body, into
the Trinity” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 648).
For our understanding of the Trinity emerges from Easter:

Christ, who fully human died but, also as fully God, rises from the
dead; then as that Risen Christ on Pentecost introduces the Holy
Spirit, the third person of the Trinity, our divine advocate. That
sentence is even hard to read! So it is little wonder why talk of the
three persons of the Trinity or mysterious transcendence hasn’t
found its way into an Easter romantic comedy or a rousing
Pentecost family drama.
The Passion of Jesus has often been a cinematic subject. Yet can

even the dramatization of the crucifixion convey the sacrifice of
the Lamb of God as expiation for our sins? No. Movies fall short in
theology, which is okay, Christology is hardly their job.
Where Easter is captured then isn’t in the movies. It is in the

celebration of the Eucharist and when congregations gather to sing
and pray together. When two or three are gathered in Jesus’ name,
there he is (Matthew 18:20). We are Easter people. It is a living
faith.

—Kathy Judge

Where’s The Charlie Brown Easter?
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Oppressed and condemned, he was
taken away, and who would have
thought any more of his destiny?

—Is. 53: 8

“This is why the Father loves me, because I lay down my
life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me,
but I lay it down on my own. I have power to lay it down,
and power to take it up again. This command I have
received from my Father.” —John 10: 17,18
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Recessit pastor noster
Our shepherd, the source of the water of life,

has died.
The sun was darkened when he passed away.

But now man's captor is made captive.
—from a responsory for Holy Saturday
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“In our family, we had a motto, ‘The family that prays
together, stays together.’ My siblings and I have taken
that to heart. How close we are as a family is very much
due to how we prayed together.” John Grim, who is
spending a pastoral year at St. Charles, credits his family
with providing strong Catholic values and models for
commitment to God’s will, education, church and com-
munity.
With a smile, John says of his parish duties, “I do

whatever Father Luschen tells me to do.” It involves a
lot of helping here and there. That includes helping with
a middle school religious education class, being present
at two weekend Masses, usually as an altar server, at-
tending daily Mass, helping with the Confirmation class,
visiting with the school kids at lunchtime, helping out at
the school, and assisting Carmen Santos, Religious Edu-
cation Director, with whatever she needs. Recently, he,
Father Luschen and Father Macario participated as
speakers at a boys’ middle school retreat in Okarche. So,
though he is young in years, just in his twenties, he is al-
so wise.
John enthusiastically shares following God’s lead,

telling about it in discernment talks. “I start by mention-
ing when I was a little boy, we would read stories of the
saints. “They were my heroes!” He told his mother,
“Mom, I want to be a saint!”
His mother’s reply stuck with him. She said, “Well,

that’s very hard but we are all called to be saints. You
don’t have to be canonized. It means you are in heaven
with God.”
John describes the process of finding his vocation as

“a roller coaster of discernment.” In high school, he went
to a few discernment retreats “and got on fire for the
priesthood.” His first application after high school was
rejected because he needed more time and a college edu-
cation.

Meet Future Seminarian and Priest - John Grim
In college, he considered monastic life and lived at St.

Gregory’s monastery for a semester through OPUS (Ob-
server Program for University Students). Before that, for
two years, he dated “a wonderful Catholic lady from
Texas.”
“We see a break-up as horrible. In reality, I would say

that relationship was successful. At the end, we came to
that discerning point where we both realized we needed
to go our own ways.”
John graduated from St. Gregory’s University with a

degree in philosophy. He worked for the college briefly
as an Admissions Counselor then re-applied, thinking,
“I’m going to try for the seminary again. If I get accept-
ed I’ll pursue it as far as God takes me.”
John was homeschooled K-12, growing up in Col-

orado Springs until he was twelve and then moved with
his family to Chandler, OK. He is a cradle Catholic with
two older sisters and a younger brother. His parents now
live in Oklahoma City. His mother works at the Pastoral
Center and his father is a chemical engineer.
Of his time at St. Charles, John says, “One thing for

sure amazing about St. Charles is the welcoming com-
munity. I felt like I had walked into a small town com-
munity.” John will be with us until May when he leaves
for his first year of seminary.
Having spent some years searching, John feels that

there is a sense of abiding peace when you are finally
walking in God’s will. “It isn’t necessarily overwhelm-
ing. God quietly lets you know. Even a martyr or Christ
of the cross, even if there is physical suffering, there can
be a sense of peace . . . I like to close with a challenge to
whoever is listening to my talk. You are also called to be
a saint. What is it that God is calling you to do?”

—Monica Knudsen



6 What jumps from cake to cake and smells of almonds?
Tarzipan.

6 Two silk worms had a race.
They ended up in a tie.

6 A boy was born who had Indian, Chinese, Irish and Italian grandparents.
They couldn't decide on a name for him.
Then it hit them...
They called him Ravi O'Lee.
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Parish Life
Baptisms-February
Elanese Rodriguez

New Parishioners-February
Juan Escobar
Edgar Reyes

Jaime and Juana Gallegos
Victor and Carmen Silva

Anniversaries
April Anniv.
05th Robert and Rosalie Stavinoha 22nd
07th David and Connie Farthing 46th

James and Carol Hetherington 63rd
13th Rick and Lori Schmidt 29th
14th Rendell and Martha Shawnee 12th
15th Wes and Diane Boyd 31st
17th Mark and Sandra Carney 09th

Nathan and Lindsay Juarez 10th
21st Simon and Sheri Barrientes 21st

Cesar and Martha Garcia 12th
23rd Raymond and Catherine Kohn 25th
24th Dennis and Dianne Frazier 43rd
25th Angel and Mercedes Sanchez 27th



Deaths-February
Veronica Long
Shriley Cote
Billie Titony
Al Alfonso

Thomas Shannan
Jack Pouland

When Jesus taught us to pray the Our Father, he
recognized our physical and spiritual needs: “Give us
this day our daily bread.” Matthew 6:11.
This is a mission taken seriously at St. Charles.

Nourishment as spiritual and physical sustenance is
carried out in the ministries of The Dorothy Day Center
and the St. Charles Community Organic Garden.
This year marks the 12th growing season for the St.

Charles Community Organic Garden. The garden next to
the Dorothy Day Center was an Eagle Scout project
coordinated by Justin Sine, son of former St. Charles
School principal, Joe Sine, with assistance from his Boy
Scout Troop. From the beginning, it was planned as a
way to help people with food needs as well as a way for
us to be better Christians by sharing and for us to grow
closer to God by working with His Creation.
In 2017, a second garden was built and located in front

of the rectory facing 50th Street. In total, there are 18
beds, each 4' by 6'. With the expansion came a change.
Individual gardeners now adopt a bed and they are
responsible for the care and maintenance of the plants as
well as selecting what to harvest and donating the
produce to the Dorothy Day Center.
Over the years, volunteers have planted and grown

wheat from seeds from Blessed Stanley Rother’s family
farm, which was used to make Artos bread on the 5th
anniversary of The Dorothy Day Center. Abundant

harvests of tomatoes, eggplant, all kinds of peppers,
beans, herbs, cucumbers and beneficial flowers have all
been shared with food recipients and the flowers graced
the Parish Office. One year, we grew a Three Sisters
garden; beans, squash and corn. A Native American
method, the bean tendrils wrap themselves around the
corn stalks; the spiny leaves of the squash deter insects
and each plant benefits the other.
The majority of our plants are donated from the Urban

Horticulture Program at the Oklahoma Regional Food
Bank. They supply vegetable seeds, plants and herbs to
all of the community gardens in the OKC area. Their
stipulation, and St. Charles’ as well, is that 50 per cent
of the produce is donated to the Dorothy Day Center or
your favorite food pantry, on the honor system.
As this is written, it is February and the garden is

sound asleep. If you wish to reserve a plot, contact
Monica Knudsen, Garden Coordinator at 514-5446.
Planting time is usually mid-April and garden caregiving
is done through Fall and the first hard freeze.

—Monica Knudsen

“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has
none and whoever has food must do likewise.” —Luke 3:11

News from the St. Charles Community Organic Garden








Agony in the Garden
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Have you ever noticed a gardener’s hands? I mean a
real gardener, who has worked a garden their whole life,
and hasn’t had the luxury to have worn gloves most of
that working time, have you seen those hands? I have,
they are hands that are
beat up, callused, torn
up really bad. Looking
at hands like that, one
wonders, why do they
garden if this is the re-
sult. Personally, I’ve
known quite a few gar-
deners, and I know
why they garden,
THEY LOVE IT! So
for me, looking at
bruised, callused, beat
up gardener’s hands,
shows to me. . . love. I
don’t see the scars on a
gardener’s hands, I see
love.
We have two big

things that are happen-
ing during Holy Week:
Holy Thursday is the
celebration of the
Lord’s supper, that
great event where
Christ instituted the
Holy Eucharist. And
then the next day,
Good Friday, the
world turns dark as
Christ dies on the
cross. These are the
two big events that
happen during our Triduum celebration. It’s unfortunate
that we forget what happened between these two big
events, Jesus’ agony in the garden.
The agony in the garden is important for us to acknowl-

edge and remember because, brothers and sisters, it is at
this event that we see a gardener’s hands. That’s right, we
see God’s hands at work, and His are hands that show us
love. God is planting his son Christ in the ground of the
earth. Christ is a seed that is being planted in a garden.
And like a plant that takes on the abuse of maybe poor
care and bad weather, Jesus too will take on abuse.

Jesus will be abused and hit with the sins of mankind.
He will suffer in the garden for the sins and wrongdoings
of mankind. We can’t sugarcoat this moment. This scene
in the garden is not a beautiful one that paintings like to

show of Jesus grac-
ing a rock looking
up to the heavens in
peace. It’s nothing
like that. Jesus is
suffering! He is in
pain! And it is all for
love! It’s a kind of
love that we are not
used to seeing today.
We’ve made love to-
day “cute,” “roman-
tic,” “fluffy,” and
boxes of chocolates.
Jesus shows in the
garden, the true
love. . . the sacrifi-
cial love.
Mankind has set

himself apart from
God through sin. Je-
sus’ role, is to con-
nect mankind back
to God. He does this
by taking on our
sins, becoming those
sins, and bearing the
abuse of those sins
in the agony of the
garden. Jesus be-
comes our sins, Je-
sus dies and is de-
stroyed, and with

him, our sins die and are destroyed.
Brothers and sisters, between this time of The Last

Supper and the Crucifixion, let us give to Jesus what he
wants to destroy. . . our sins.

—Father Macario



The Agony in the Garden, woodcut, c. 1510, Albrecht Dürer
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9:15 AM
Confirmation

9:20 AM RE

9:15 AM
Confirmation

9:20 AM RE

9:20 AM RE

10:30 AM Food
Bank Delivery

7:00 PM Journey
of Faith

7:00 PM Journey
of Faith

7:00 PM Journey
of Faith

5:30PM
SafeEnvironment
TrainingRmC

3:45PM
SafeEnvironment
TrainingRmC

5:30 PM
Stewardship
Meeting

6:30 PM
Peace and
Justice

6:30 PM
Choir Practice

6:30 PM
Choir Practice

6:30 PM
Choir Practice

6:30 PM RE & MS

6:30 PM RE & MS

6:30 PM
Stations of the

Cross

7:00 PM
Meatless Lenten

Meal
7:00 PM RICA

6:30 PM
Stations of the

Cross

7:00 PM
Meatless Lenten

Meal
7:00 PM RICA

7:00 PM
In God We Trust
A Lenten Reflection

9:00 AM Esp.
Baptismal Seminar

9:00 AM Catholic
Worker Delivery

9:00 AM Catholic
Worker Delivery

5:30PM
SafeEnvironment
TrainingRmC

Blood Pressure
Checks after

11am & 1pm Mass
this weekend

Palm Sunday
of the Lord's
Passion Chrism Mass

6:30 PM
OLPH Cathedral

Holy Thursday
6:30 PM

Evening Mass of
the Lord's Supper

Good Friday
Liturgy
3:00 PM
6:30 PM

Easter Vigil
8:00 PM

Ho l y Wee k

11:00 AM
Baptisms

6:00 PM
No Mass

Easter Sunday

1st
COMMUNION
WEEKEND

11:00 AM
Baptisms Esp.

6:30 PM School
Spring Musical

6:00 PM
Social Ministry

Board

Blessing
of Children for First

Communion

Blessing
of Children for First

Communion

4:00 PM
Newsletter
Meeting

1st
COMMUNION
WEEKEND

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
1st Communion Retreat


9:00 AM Esp. Baptismal

Seminar


1:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Health Education
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*brackets indicate an Optional Memorial

April Saints and Days
02 [St. Francis of Paola]
04 [St. Isidore]
05 [St. Vincent Ferrer]
07 Fifth Sunday of Lent
11 [St. Stanislaus]
09 [St. Martin I]
14 Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
18 Holy Thursday
19 Friday of the Passion of the Lord (Good Friday)
20 Holy Saturday
21 Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord; Solemnity
22 Monday within the Octave of Easter
23 Tuesday within the Octave of Easter
24 Wednesday within the Octave of Easter
25 Thursday within the Octave of Easter
26 Friday within the Octave of Easter
27 Saturday within the Octave of Easter
28 Second Sunday of Easter (or Sunday of Divine Mercy)
29 St. Catherine of Siena;Memorial
30 [St. Pius V] `





Easter

At the empty tomb
faith begins.
Promises—made and kept—
answer questions about living with death.
The stone which would keep love at bay has
been rolled away. I enter into Joy.

mkj

The Image and Likeness of God
Genesis 1:26-28

"So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.
28 And God blessed them."

What I have left undone
does not unmake me.
What is unraveled in the fabric
does not render it uncreated.

Hallelujah!

Worthy
by the hands God.
Whole even when imperfect.
Man and woman
made in the likeness of God.
The wise and the foolish,
the sick or the healthy,
remain
the image divine.
mkj





Saint Charles Borromeo Catholic Church
5024 N.Grove, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73122

(405) 789-2595 ~ www.stcharlesokc.org

We, your newsletter team, submit this issue with humility and thanks to God: Michael Carpenter, John Grim,
Kathy Judge, Monica Knudsen, Father Macario, Andrea McCoy, José Palacios, Margaret Phipps, and Charlene
Smith.

Humilitas
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Music This Side of Heaven – José Palacios
Music has been a way of life since childhood for José

Palacios. José is the young man who plays the cello
weekly for the 6 p.m. Masses and every other week for
the 5 p.m. Mass. He is the son of a Nazarene minister
and one of several family members with musical talent.
“Being a preacher’s kid, you grow up being involved

in everything the church does. My dad played piano. My
mom sang and played guitar. My dad’s younger brother
played the drum set and my sister sings and plays guitar.
There were other church members in the group as well.”
“Part of what I did was being worship leader. I usually

played piano, sometimes electric guitar. I played for
different church groups but St. Charles is my first
regular Catholic Mass.”
José was born in Guadalajara, Mexico where his father

pastored a church. The family moved to the US in 2001
and his father has since led a congregation in Mercedes,
Texas in the Rio Grande Valley for the past 17½ years.
José grew up in Mercedes and moved to Oklahoma City
when he attended Southern Nazarene University, earning
an undergraduate degree in music. He holds a Masters
degree in cello performance from Oklahoma City
University, graduating in 2015.
2015 was also a big year personally for Jose. He

married Marjori and their son was born in 2018. She
works as a barista.
José plays cello for the Oklahoma City Philharmonic,

the Fort Smith Orchestra every other month, the Lawton
Philharmonic, and gives private lessons at his studio at
his house. He teaches after school cello instruction at
Edmond Santa Fe high school and is a member of the
OKC String Quartet, a group that plays for parties,
weddings, special and corporate events.

Though he began playing the piano as a six-year old in
1996, his favorite instrument is cello, coming to it
“later” in life. “I started playing as a soloist in the fall of
2001 in middle school.” José continued his piano studies
until college. “Every now and then I play electric guitar.
My dad taught me to play electric guitar and bass.”
His advice to any adult contemplating learning a

musical instrument, “I say if you have the time, money
and drive for it, do it. I don’t think age is a determining
factor. If you find joy in it, do it.”
José says, “I really enjoy playing at St. Charles. Laura

Cunningham, the violinist, recommended José to St.
Charles music director, Marianne Kokojan and he has
been playing cello at St. Charles since 2014.
“I like playing chamber music and we get to play

music that we don’t hear at other churches. The liturgy
keeps me involved for the entire Mass as we have to
know where we are . . . Sometimes church music is a de-
stressor. It gives me peace.”
We are blessed to have a musician of José’s caliber

and talent, the person who lifts us up spiritually,
transforms our prayers, and provides us with inspiration
and peace. Marianne, José and Laura usually begin
playing a prelude twenty to thirty minutes before the 5
p.m. and 6 p.m. Masses begin. Be sure to come early and
hear music this side of heaven.

—Monica Knudsen


6 Where did Noah keep his bees?
In the Ark hives.

6 What do you call an acid with attitude?

A meano-acid.

6 I went to a restaurant last night and had
the Wookie steak.
It was a little Chewy.

6 Don't drink with ghosts.
They can't handle their boos.


6 Justice is a dish best served cold.
If it were served warm, it would be justwater.

6 What did the cold and angry man have for dinner?
A BrrrrGrrrrr.


